3. (Three Times AmendedVthe method as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the step of assigning 
further comprises the srfep of: 

adding a priority value to an authentication group comprising a plurality of users, 
in an authentication table. ^ 



18. (Three Times Amended) An apparatus for prioritizing a network management request 
sent by a management station to a managed element, comprising: 

a priority assignment routine which assigns a priority value to the network 
management request received by me managed element dependent upon a user identifier in 
a network management header included in the request, the user identifier identifying the 
user of an application fi*om which the request was sent; and 

a network management request routine which schedules the network management 
request in the managed element dependent on the assigned prioritv value. 



20. (Three Times Amended) The apparatus as claimed in Claim 18 wherein the priority 
assignment routine further comprises: 

a priority value assigrmient routine which adds a priority value to an 
authentication group compmsing a plurality of users, in an authentication table. 




27. (Three Times Amended) An app^atus for prioritizing a network management request 
sent by a management station to/a managed element, comprising: 
a priority assignment rdutine; 
a network management request scheduler; 

means, within the priprity assignment routine, for assigning a priority value to the 
network management request received fi'om the managed element dependent upon a user 
identifier in a network management wrapper included in the network management 
request, the user identifier ijdentifying the user of an application from which the request 
was sent; and 
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means, within the networlymanagement request scheduler, for scheduling the 
network management request inythe managed element dependent on the assigned priority 
value. 



if 
^1 



28. (Three Times Amended) A computer program product for prioritizing a network 

management request sent by/a management station to a managed element, the computer 
program product comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable code 
thereon, including progranV code which: 

assigns a priority value to the network management request received by the 
managed element depenaent upon a user identifier in a network management header 
included in the request, me user identifier identifying the user of the appUcation from 
which the request was sent; and 

schedules the network management request in the managed element dependent on 
the assigned priority j/alne. 



Amendments to the claims are indicated in the attached ''Marked Up Version of 
Amendments (pages i - Hi). 



Please add new Claims 29-34. 




I /29. (New) A method for prioritizing aymessage requesting information stored in a managed 
element, the message being sent py a management station to the managed element, 
comprising the steps of: 

assigning a priority valJe to the message received by the managed element 
dependent upon a user identifier in a network management wrapper included in the 
request, the user identifier identifying the user of an application from which the request 
was sent; and 

scheduling the messaj^e, by the managed element dependent on the assigned 
priority value. 
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31. 




ii/tt 



(New) The method of Claim 29 whereii/ the message is in the form of a Simple Network 
Management Request. 



(New) A method for prioritizing a Sim 3le Network Management Protocol message sent 
by a management station to the manag ^d element, comprising the steps of: 

message received by the managed element 
dependent upon a user identifier in a rjetwork management wrapper included in the 
request, the user identifier identifying/ the user of an application fi"om which the request 
was sent; and 

scheduling the message, by t^e managed element dependent on the assigned 
priority value. 



32. (New) A method for prioritizing a network management request sent by a management 
station to a managed element, conprising the steps of: 

assigning a priority value Ip the network management request received by the 
managed element dependent upon a source identifier in a network management wrapper 
included in the request, the sourcp identifier identifying the source of an application from 
which the request was sent; and 

scheduling the network Management request, by the managed element dependent 
on the assigned priority value. 

33. (New) The method as claimed jin Claim 32 wherein the step of assigning further 
comprises the step of: 

adding a priority valuelto the source identifier in a source identification table. 



34. 



(New)The method as claimed In Claim 33 wherein the step of scheduling further 
comprises the step of: 

extracting the source iaentifier from the network management request; and 



determining the prio rij^ value by using the extracted source identifier to index the 



source identification table. 



